
1.  If I sign an EQIP application and 
am offered an EQIP contract, I must 
sign it. 

(That myth is false. The truth is if you do sign 
an EQIP contract, you must implement it, but 
signing an EQIP application does not obligate 
you to sign an EQIP contract. Also turning 
down a contract does not put you in a lower 
priority for next year. There is nothing at all in 
our ranking or screening documents regarding 
an applicant turning down a contract.)

2.  If I have questions and an NRCS 
Technician comes out to my farm, 
I must ask all my questions during 
that one farm visit.
 
(That myth is false. The truth is you may call 
with additional questions or even ask for 
another site visit.)

3.  Veterans* get preference for EQIP 
ranking. They may also request 50% 
advance payments** for installation 
costs, but the conservation practice 
must be installed within 90 days of 
receiving the advance payment.
 
(That ‘myth’ is true! From our manual “For 
EQIP, all Veteran Farmer* applications 
within the Beginning Farmer and Socially 
Disadvantaged Farmer subaccounts will be 
given a “High” priority and must be ranked.)

*For USDA purposes, “The term “Veteran 
Farmer or Rancher” means a producer who:

• Served in the United States Army, 
Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force, or Coast 
Guard, including the reserve component 
thereof; was released from service under 
conditions other than dishonorable; and:

• Has not operated a farm or ranch, or has 
operated a farm or ranch for not more than 
10 years; or

• Who first obtained status as a veteran 
during the most recent 10-year period.

(A legal entity or joint operation can be a 
Veteran Farmer or Rancher only if all individual 
members independently qualify.)

**Advance Payments: The State 
Conservationist will make advance payments 
through ProTracts if requested by Historically 
Underserved EQIP 2008, EQIP 2014, and 
EQIP 2018 contract participants [Veterans 
are included in this group]. (Reference 440 – 
530.52(D)). 
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Advance payments have a specific process 
to determine extent of payment and to notify 
participant of specific time frames in which the 
practice must be completed.

4.  NRCS staff will tell me how many 
cows to buy. 
 
(Although our Grazing Specialists may 
calculate how many animals could graze a 
certain amount of acres during a given season, 
that’s not telling you how many animals to 
buy. That may be a question for Penn State 
Extension staff.) 

5.  NRCS staff will tell me what type 
of barn to build and where to build 
it. 

(That myth is false. The truth is that NRCS 
does not build barns. We may design a Heavy 
Use Area Protection to address an existing 
resource concern such as soil erosion or water 
quality degradation from animals congregating 
on bare soil. Barn building is a question for 
Penn State Extension staff or a contractor.) 

 6.  If I get an NRCS contract, NRCS 
staff will install the conservation 
practices for me.
 
(That myth is false. The truth is that you 
must find your own contractor or may even 
do the work yourself, but it must meet NRCS 
Standards and Specifications. You will be 
provided site specific designs before any work 
begins. NRCS staff will meet with you and 
your contractor to review the designs before 
construction begins. NRCS staff will conduct 
site inspections during construction to ensure 
all conservation practices are built to the 
approved design specifications.) 

 7.  If I install a smaller amount, I 
will still get the full EQIP contracted 
amount.
 
(That myth is false. The truth is that 
reimbursement amounts are based on 
quantity installed, but not more than the EQIP 
contracted amount.)

8.  I can install a conservation 
practice, then sign up for EQIP and 
get reimbursed for what I already 
installed.
 
(That myth is false. The truth is that you 
must have the EQIP contract and NRCS 
approved designs first before installing any 
conservation practices for which you want to 
be reimbursed.)

9.  NRCS will turn me in to DEP.  
(That myth is false. The truth is that NRCS 
will help you address issues that could have 
resulted in potential violations, such as 
pollution events.)

10.  NRCS only offers programs in 
certain watersheds or areas.
 
(That myth is false. The truth is that NRCS 
offers assistance nationwide.  Contact your 
local office to see what technical or financial 
assistance you may be eligible for.)
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