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Key talking points:

-  USDA Service Center Office Locations
- 2018 Farm Bill

- NRCS Technical and Financial Assistance

- Technical Assistance — conservation planning
-  Financial Assistance — programs

- Examples of conservation practices
- How to sign up for USDA programs

- Military Veteran Farmer
- Helpful links and additional information
- PA Resource Enhancement and Protection (REAP)
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2018 Farm Bill :

and Iandowners
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|mprovmg customer services - | o
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NRCS Programs and Tools

Conservation Technical Assistance —

- conservation planning

Financial Assistance —

implementation of plans with funding through contracts, designs
and various programs.

Conservation Programs Easement Programs
Agricultural Management AssistanceAMA  Agricultural Conservation Easement Program
Conservation Stewardship Program CSP ACEP
Environmental Quality Incentives Program Agricultural Lands
EQIP Wetland Restoration

Healthy Forest Reserve Program

Regional Conservation Partnership Program RCPP
Conservation Easements
Conservation Practices

Conservation Practice Enhancements
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“Thereis no virtue in
planning merely for
the sake of planning.
. Unless planscanbe
B  translatedintoaction,

- | planningbecomesa
profitless mental
exercise.”

Hugh Hammond Bennett,
1881-1960, Father of Soil
Conservation
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In others words; conservation plans are only as
good as the paper they are written on unless they
are actually being implemented....



US DA United States

S Aoricuiture

Agriculture

ar qual

~

surface water"re uced soil

)

dimproved or c_reated\\}vyldllféz

,( -
S - AP i 3 1§ 3 ‘1\ { ‘; TN




USDA United States

—_—————es  Department of
ol -cricuiture

PA EQIP options could include:

Livestock & Grazing Improvements

Cropland Management, including erosion
control

Pasture Management & Prescribed Grazing
Forestry Practices/Forest Mgt Plan
Organic Farming & Organic Transition
Seasonal High Tunnels

Historically Underserved

On-Farm Energy Conservation
Conservation Innovation Grants
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Barnyard and Livestock
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Soil Health
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Cover Crops
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Improved Pasture Management
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Conservation Stewardship Program - CSP
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Regional Conservation Partnership Program - RCPP
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How to sign up for USDA programs

- Establish farm and producer records with
the Farm Service Agency (FSA).

- Eligibility - conservation compliance,
Adjusted Gross Income (AGI)...

- Submit a Conservation Program application
with NRCS.
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CONSERVATION PROGRAM APPLICATION

US DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE MNRCS-CPA-1200
MNATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE oa/2010

CONSERVATION PROGRAM APPLICATION

Name: Application Number:

Address: Application Date:

County and State:

Email:

Telephone: Watershed:

Subaccount:

Lecation (Legal Description or Farm and Tract Number):

1. O Yes O Mo Do you have farm records established with the appropriate USDA
Service Center Agency?

If no, you must establish them with the appropriate USDA Service Center Agency prior fo
submitiing this application.

2. This is an application to participate in the:

0O Agricultural Management Assistance (AMA) ¥ Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP)
O Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) Agriculture Conservation Easement Program
o CSP Renewal {ACEP) - Wetland Reserve Easements (WRE)
O Regional Conservation Partnership Program (O Regional Conservation Partnership Program
(RCPP) (RCPP)
o EQIP o ACEP- (WRE)
o CSP w Healthy Forest Reserve Program (HFRP)

3. Are you applying to participate in a conservation program as an (check one of the
following):
O Individual
a) Please enter your legal name and tax identification number:
Name: Tax Number:
U Entity (Corporation, Limited Partnership, Trust, Estate, etc.)
a) Please enter entity legal name and tax identification number:

Name: Tax Number:
b) 2O Yes 1 No Do you have appropriate documents including proof to sign for the
entity?

O Joint Operation (General Partnership, Joint Yenture)
a) Please enter joint operation legal name and tax identification number:

Mame: Tax Number:
B) 2 Yes 1 No Do you have appropriate documents including proof to sign for the joint
operation?

Page 1 of4
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The 2018 Farm Bill provides for voluntary
participation, offers incentives, and focuses on
equity in accessing U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) programs and services to
specific categories:

- Limited Resource Farmer

- Beginning Farmer

- Socially Disadvantaged Farmer
- Veteran Farmer
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Military Veteran Farmer

Overview

Veterans of the U.S. Armed Services receive preference
and higher payment rates for certain NRCS conservation
programs offered in the 2018 Farm Bill.

Who is Eligible?

An eligible Veteran Farmer
-Became a veteran during the last ten years; or

-Has not operated a farm; or hasn’t operated a farm for
more than 10 consecutive years...schedule F of 1040
would verify this.
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Helpful links and additional information

For Help go to www.farmers.gov

Search Farmers._gov Q

Conserve

USDA recognizes that conservation by farmers, ranchers. and forest owners today means thriving and sustainable agriculture for our

future.

Seventy percent of the nation's land is privately owned. Conservation of our nation's private lands not only results in healthy soil. water. air. plants,
animals. and ecosystems but also provides productive and sustainable working lands.

Whether you are small-scale vegetable grower. a cattle rancher on 10.000 acres of range. a multi-tract timber manager. or someone who owns
agricultural land. USDA has tools and resources to help yvou learn about conservation and what you can do. voluntarily, to improve the natural

resource conditions on your land.

Visit our Soil Health page to learn about best practices to improve the health of your land.

Manage Your Natural Get Technical Assistance Explore Financial
Resources Assistance Options

+ + +


http://www.farmers.gov/
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For More Technical Information.:

NRCS Field Office Technical Guide

Section | - General References

Section Il - Information about soil, water, air, plant, and
animal natural resources.

Section lll - Conservation Management Systems
Section IV - Practice Standards and Specifications
Section V - Conservation Effects

https://efotg.sc.eqov.usda.qov/#/details

Engineering Field Tools:

https://www.nrcs.usda.qgov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/na
tional/ndcsmc/?cid=stelprdb1042198



https://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/national/ndcsmc/?cid=stelprdb1042198
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/national/ndcsmc/?cid=stelprdb1042198
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NRCS Web Soil Survey

https: //webso:lsurvey ScC. egov.usda gov/App/HomePage.htm
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NRCS Conservation Webinars

http://www.conservationwebinars.net/

LIVE WEBIMNARS ON-DEMAND WEEBINARS O ABOUT FAQ CALENDAR

CONSERVATION

WEBINAR PORTAL

Welcome to The Conservation
Webinar Portal

L{S% Jan 15, 2020 1:00

The NRCS Science & Technology Training Library DI U&7 Enabern


http://www.conservationwebinars.net/
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Sign up for NRCS news and information

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/pa/newsroom/

USDA Natural Resources Conservation S.l'm About Us | National Centers | State Websites
_ Pennsylvania /’*
’( .
United States Department of Agriculture A" ‘}! m
" tovics | proarams | Mewsroom | contact us > T ————
You are Here: Home / Newsroom ﬁ
Stay Connected (‘ a S e
Newsroom Newsroom
News Releases “ Sign Up for PA NRCS News E-mail Updates ¢
Events & Deadlines
Foatures Pennsylvania Media Contact
Photos and Videos Molly Rose
Public Notices molly.rose@usda.gov

717-237-2208
Publications & Fact Sheets

Success Stories The Newsroom is your gateway to variety of information. You view, download, or email any News Releases,
Events & Deadlines, Features, Photos and Videos, Public Notices, Publications & Fact Sheets, and Success Stories.
Select a topic below:

News Releases View or email any of the News Releases for several years.

Events & Deadlines View a variety of Events and Deadlines.

The Features page showcases the Pennsylvania Conservation

Features :
_—_ Catalog. Check it out,

e izay ot o e s The Photos and Videos page provides a link to the NRCS Photo
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PA Resource Enhancement and Protection
Program (REAP)

- REAP is administered by PA State Conservation
Commission.

- REAP allows farmers and sponsor to earn PA tax
credits for installing Best Management Practices
(BMPs) on agricultural operations that enhance farm
production and protect natural resources.

- REAP is first--come, first--served—no rankings.
- Applications are still being accepted.
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REAP (cont.)

- Eligible applicants receive 50% (for equipment and
most BMPs) or 75% (for some high--priority BMPs)
of—pocket project costs.

- The credits can be used incrementally for up to 15
years to pay PA state income taxes or they can be
sold.

- $250,000 limit per ag operation in any 7-year
timeframe.
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For more info, program guidelines and
applications about REAP:

Contact:
Joel Semke, REAP Coordinator, at:

717.705.4032
iIsemke@pa.gov

https://www.aqgriculture.pa.qov



mailto:jsemke@pa.gov
https://www.agriculture.pa.gov/
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Contact Info:

Paul shaffer, Soil Conservationist
(W 5- Westmoreland, Indiana)

Greensburg Field Office

Natural Resources Conservation Service
214 Donohoe Road, Suite C
Greensburg, PA 15601

724-261-3902

Paul.shaffer@usda.gov



mailto:scott.heckman@usda.gov

